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ARAB 201: Modern Standard Arabic III 

 
Credit Hours: 8 credit hours 
Contact Hours:  120 
Course Duration:  1 semester 
Program Locations: Rabat, Morocco; Cairo, Egypt; Amman, Jordan 
 
Important note:  this is a real syllabus for this course, presented primarily in English for administrative 
purposes and with the course schedule showing coverage during an average semester.  Student 
placement in an Arabic level is determined by a written assessment prior to arrival, an OPI-style 
assessment during onsite Orientation, and consideration of prior study.  The syllabus students receive 
onsite consists of a semester-specific course schedule presented in Arabic with a detailed, daily listing 
of in-class activities and homework assignments. 
 
Course Description 
This course is a continuation of Arabic 102. Course objectives are seen in terms of students 
performing linguistic tasks accurately, gaining self-confidence, and honing their spontaneity in real-
life communicative situations. This course covers the material in Al-Kitaab, Part Two, Third Edition, 
Chapters 2-7, as well as local materials and materials developed by instructors.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course, students will be able to and/or have mastered and developed the 
following: 
 

Knowledge: 

 Ability to guess the meaning of new words from contexts; 

 Use of increasingly sophisticated skimming and scanning techniques; 

 Write short paragraphs correctly; 

 Read authentic material from Arabic advertisements, short narratives, descriptions of people 
and places, simple contemporary poetry, topics on Arab culture, etc.; 

 Write both formal letters and engage in informal messaging; 

 Write medium length compositions on familiar topics, including descriptions, narratives, etc.; 

 Master and distinguish among Arabic sentence structures; 

 Understand and construct simple paragraphs and simple texts; 

 Enrich their vocabulary; 

 Understand increasingly complicated Arabic spoken situations; 

 Read and understand short paragraphs and short texts; 

 Write correct sentences and correct paragraphs and short texts; 

 Develop more nuanced ideas about Arab and Islamic Culture; 

 Begin to master the Arabic verb system 
 

Skills 

 Comprehending simple short paragraphs, texts and situations; 

 Speaking MSA with accurate verbalization of case markings; 
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 Developing a sense of appropriate formal and informal communication based on situational 
context 

 Making formal presentations on topics of interest 

 Understanding grammatical rules and structures in MSA 

 Converse in MSA and Jordanian colloquial Arabic using a variety of language functions 
appropriate for their level 
  

Attitudes 

 Curiosity about the local culture in particular 

 Confidence in ability to interact with native speakers 

 Cultural awareness to behave appropriately in various situations 

 Desire to pursue further study of the language. 
 
Course Materials 

1. Al-Kitaab fi Ta’allum Al Arabiya with DVDs: Part Two, Third Edition, by Kristin Brustad, 
Mahmoud Al-Batal and Abbas Al-Tonsi  

2. Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic edited by J.M. Cowan 
3. Locally produced materials, selected by program faculty 

 
Assessment Overview 

Description Weight Due Date 

Engagement 20% Twice during the semester:  
Week 3  
Week 6 

Assignments   30% Continuous 

Quizzes  20% Quiz 1:  Week 3 
Quiz 2:  Week 9 
Quiz 3:  Week 12  

Midterm Exam  15%        Week 6 

Final Written Exam 15% Week 15 
 
Engagement 
Students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes and come prepared to participate 
fully in class activities. This means doing any listening activities, homework, and learning new 
vocabulary and structure so that they can actively use them in class.  Teachers will grade the student 
engagement in the course on an ongoing basis.  The engagement grade will depend on both the 
quality and the quantity of student’s comments and questions and shall account for 20% of the total 
course grade. 
 
Overview of Attendance Policy       

In courses that meet once a week students are permitted one unexcused absence; in courses that 

meet twice a week students are permitted two unexcused absences; in courses that meet three or 

more times a week students are permitted three unexcused absences.  If a student has more than 

the permitted number of unexcused absences  his/her grade for the course will be lowered by one 

“mark” for each additional unexcused absence.   

 
In other words, 
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 in a course that meets once a week only one unexcused absence is allowed. After two 
unexcused absences an A becomes an A-; after three an A becomes a B+; after four an A 
becomes a B, etc.  

 in a course that meets twice a week, only two unexcused absences are allowed. After three 
unexcused absences an A becomes an A-; after four an A becomes a B+; after five an A 
becomes a B, etc. 

 in courses that meet three or more times a week, only three unexcused absences are 
allowed. After four unexcused absences an A becomes an A-; after five an A becomes a B+; 
after six an A becomes a B, etc. 

 
An unexcused absence is one not caused by illness or otherwise not approved by AMIDEAST staff. An 
excused absence means written approval from the Program Manager (and sometimes a doctor) 
justifying the absence. Arriving late to class may also count towards an absence.     
 
The engagement grade will depend on both the quality and the quantity of student’s comments and 
questions and accounts for a portion of the total course grade. 
 
Summary of Attendance Policy 
1. Three occurrences of tardiness are equivalent to one unexcused absence; each subsequent 

instance of tardiness is considered an additional unexcused absence.  
2. Students are expected to do the required reading and/or exercises before class, volunteer for 

presentations, and participate actively in class discussions. 
3. Excused absences are determined by the lead AMIDEAST staff member; in some instances a 

doctor’s certification may be required. 
4. Deadlines for assignments and scheduled or unscheduled assessments must be respected, even 

in cases of excused absences.  Instructors are under no obligation to accept any work missed due 
to unexpected absences.   

5. Students are responsible for getting homework assignments they miss and submitting it in a 
timely manner. Assignments turned in after the due date result in a penalty to be determined by 
the instructor. 

6. Any assignments not submitted will result in that assignment being given a grade of 0 (zero). 
7. The Attendance Policy is in effect until the last day of the program.  
 
Assignments                                           
There will be daily assignments due at the beginning of class on the day assigned by the 
instructor.   Late homework assignments may be checked but will not be given any credit.  Students 
are encouraged to study and work on homework assignments together.  Students should follow up 
on any instructor's comments on the homework, and it is the students’ responsibility to come to 
office to see the instructor when questions arise. 
 
Quizzes 
There will be three 30-minute quizzes as indicated in the course schedule, unless otherwise noted by 
the instructor. 

 
Midterm Exam                    
The midterm exam will cover all material studied from the beginning of the semester until the 
midterm. It will test reading, writing and listening skills.  

 
Final Written Exam    
The final examination will cover material studied after the midterm. It will test reading, writing and 
listening skills.  
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Course Schedule 
 

Week Course Coverage Assignments and Exams 

Orientation Week Survival Colloquial  

Week 1 Lesson 2 
 عرب في أمريكا

-activating new vocabulary, 

expressions, and syntax in MSA 

and colloquial 

-words beginning with “m” 

-geographical direction 

-clothing 

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” and 
additional assignments TBD 

Week 2 Lesson 2 (con’t.) 
االسم الموصول-  
ما ومن-  
مراجعة النفي-  
مثل وك وكما-  

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” and 
additional assignments TBD 

Week 3 Lesson 3 

 من البيت الى السوق

-activating new vocabulary, 

expressions, and syntax in MSA 

and colloquial 

-verb forms II and V and I and 

IV 

-colors 

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 

 
Quiz 1, Engagement 

Assessment 1 

Week 4 Lesson 3 (con’t.) 
كان واخواتها-  

 
-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 
 

Week 5   Lesson 4 
 ترتيبات واستعدادات

-activating new vocabulary, 

expressions, and syntax in MSA 

and colloquial 

-months of the year 
-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” and 
additional assignments TBD 

Week 6 Lesson 4 (con’t.) 
القرآن والحديث-  
اعراب االسم-  
االسم المجرور-  
 

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 
 

Midterm Exam, Engagement 
Assessment 2 

Week 7 Term Break 
(varies from semester to 

semester) 
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Week 8 Lesson 5 
 تواصل وتفاهم

-activating new vocabulary, 

expressions, and syntax in MSA 

and colloquial 

-parts of the body 
اسم الفاعل-  

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 
 

Week 9 Lesson 5 (con’t.) 
-the dual 

المرفوعاالسم -  
-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 
 

Quiz 2 

Week 10 Lesson 6 
 الهجرة:  أسباب وتجارب

-activating new vocabulary, 

expressions, and syntax in MSA 

and colloquial 

 -الفعل المضعّف
-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 

 

Week 11 Lesson 6 (con’t.) 
زمن الفعل:  الماضي والمضارع-  
التواريخ-  
االسم المنصوب-  

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 

 

Week 12 Lesson 7 
 رحالت وأسفار

-activating new vocabulary, 

expressions, and syntax in MSA 

and colloquial 

الفعل الرباعي-  

معنى وزن استفعل-  

 الثقافة:  من التراث االسالمي

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 
 

Quiz 3 

Week 13 Lesson 7 (con’t.) 
ابن بطوطة وأطول رحلة في التاريخ-  
الفعل المجهول-  
جمع المؤنث-  
كم؟-  

-all drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 

 

Week 14 Make-up for excursion days, 
days lost to unforeseen 

schedule 
changes/cancellations  

 

-All drills marked “in class” 

-all drills marked “at home” 
and additional assignments 
TBD 

 

Week 15 Final Exam  

Week 16 Reflection Week 
(90 minute reflection session) 

 

 


