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Course Description

This course provides additional practice at the advanced level to help students attain a higher level
skill of development (e.g., listening, speaking, reading and writing) and linguistic accuracy in Modern
Standard Arabic. The teaching and learning process in this course is communication-based and the
emphasis is placed more on context rather than grammatical rules. At this level, the student is more
autonomous and responsible for his/her own learning, preparing texts, explaining vocabulary and
summarizing. The course provides students with the opportunity to examine in depth Arabic cultural
heritage, Arab world politics, women’s issues and sustainable development concerns. Students are
required to watch TV broadcasts of cultural, historical and religious programs, analyze more complex
texts and present their analysis orally in class, and engage in lengthy discussions with other classmates.
This course covers the material in Al-Kitaab, Part Three, Second Edition, Chapters 1-5, with local
supplementary materials.

Learning Outcomes

By the completion of this course, students will be able to:
e Understand essential grammatical rules and structures in MSA
e Converse in Arabic using a variety of language functions appropriate for their level
o Acquire knowledge about major aspects of Arabic and Islamic world culture.

Knowledge
By the completion of the course, students will:
= Expand their vocabulary to include words that allow them to read, listen, speak and write
about topics of professional interest
e Research topics in order to discover an author’s point of view and to seek evidence to
support other points of view
o Apply grammatical knowledge as one of the analytical tools in comprehending reading texts
e Produce lengthy descriptive and argumentative discourse in speaking
e Summarize texts and express their points of view in writing and speaking
e Write about a variety of topics with precision and detail
e Interact with native speakers and engage in discussions of contemporary issues.

Skills
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This course is designed to assist students in developing the following skills:

e Summarizing and commenting on assigned texts, Arabic TV programs, interviews, lectures, and
documentaries.

e Following segments of Arabic programs (interviews, short lectures on familiar topics and news
items and reports primarily dealing with factual information)

e Comprehending the main points in video materials accompanying the textbook and being able
to identify important subtitles

e Employing a variety of strategies appropriate for different types of reading (skimming,
scanning, reading for detail, reading for pleasure, etc.)

e Making substantial presentations on topics of interest.

e  Writing lengthy compositions on current issues

Attitudes
This course helps develop the following attitudes:
e Eagerness to learn the Arabic language
e Curiosity about the local culture in particular
e Confidence in ability to interact with native speakers
e Cultural awareness to behave appropriately in various situations
e Desire to pursue further study of the language.

Course Materials
1. Al-Kitaab fi Ta’allum Al Arabiya with DVDs Part Three, Second Edition, by Kristin Brustad,
Mahmoud Al-Batal and Abbas Al-Tonsi
2. Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic edited by J.M. Cowan
3. Locally produced materials, selected by program faculty

Assessment Overview

Description Weight Due Date

Engagement 20% Continuous

Assignments 20% Continuous

Quizzes 20% Quiz 1: Week 1, Thursday

Quiz 2: Week 3, Thursday

Research Paper 10% Paper draft: Week 4, Monday
Final paper: Week 5, Sunday

Midterm Exam 15% Week 2, Thursday

Final Written Exam 15% Week 5, Monday
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Engagement

Students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes and come prepared to participate
fully in class activities. This means doing any listening activities, homework, and learning new
vocabulary and structure so that they can actively use them in class.

Overview of Attendance Policy

For Modern Standard Arabic, students are allowed to miss only 4 contact hours (1 full day of
instruction) unexcused before their overall grade is reduced. A student’s grade for the course will be
lowered by one “mark” for each additional unexcused absence (2 contact hours is equal to one
absence). Being absent for more than 4 contact hours will result in one letter grade deduction from
the student’s final grade for every 2 hours of unexcused absence beyond the allowed limit. In other
words, if a student misses an additional 2 hours of instruction (for a total of 6 hours of unexcused
absences) an “A” will become “A-“, after 8 total hours of unexcused absence an “A” becomes a “B+”";
after 10 total hours of unexcused absence an “A” becomes a “B”, etc.; etc.

For Colloquial Arabic, students are allowed to miss only 2 contact hours unexcused before their
overall grade is reduced. A student’s grade for the course will be lowered by one “mark” for each
additional unexcused absence (1 contact hour is equal to one absence). Being absent for more than
2 contact hours will result in one letter grade deduction from the student’s final grade for every 1
hour of unexcused absence beyond the allowed limit. In other words, if a student misses an
additional 1 hour of instruction (for a total of 3 hours of unexcused absences) an “A” will become “A-
“, after 4 total hours of unexcused absence an “A” becomes a “B+”; after 5 total hours of unexcused
absence an “A” becomes a “B”, etc.; etc.

An unexcused absence is one not caused by illness or otherwise not approved by AMIDEAST staff. An
excused absence means written approval from the Program Manager (and sometimes a doctor)
justifying the absence. Arriving late to class may also count towards an

absence.

The engagement grade will depend on both the quality and the quantity of student’s comments and
questions and shall account for 20% of the total course grade.

Summary of Attendance Policy

1. Students are expected to do the required reading before class, volunteer for presentations
and participate actively in class discussions.

2. Excused absences are determined by the lead AMIDEAST staff member; in some instances a
doctor’s certification may be required.

3. Deadlines must be respected, even in cases of excused absences.

4. Students are responsible for getting homework assignments they miss and submitting them
in a timely manner. Assignments turned in after the due date will result in a penalty to be
determined by the instructor.

5. Any assignments not submitted will result in that assignment being given a grade of 0 (zero).

6. The Attendance Policy is applied until the last day of the program.

**This is a real syllabus for this course, but please note that there may be changes for each semester.




Assignments
There will be daily assignments due at the beginning of class on the day assigned by the

instructor. Late homework assignments may be checked by the instructor but will not be given any
credit. Students are encouraged to study and work on homework assignments together. Students
should follow up on any instructor's comments on the homework, and it is the students’ responsibility
to come to office hours to see the instructor when questions arise.

Quizzes

There will be two quizzes on the following dates:
Quiz 1: Week 1, Thursday
Quiz 2: Week 3, Thursday

Research Paper
= By Week 4, Monday, students should submit a draft of the paper to their instructors.
* The instructors will highlight the mistakes and give the students the papers back for
corrections.

* Final papers should be submitted Week 5, Sunday.

Midterm Exam
The midterm exam will cover material studied from the beginning of the semester up until the

midterm. It will test reading, writing and listening skills.

Final Written Exam
The final examination will cover material studied after the midterm. It will test reading, writing and

listening skills.

Grading Scale

Numerical Grade Basic Grade Point | Grade Range
93-100 A 4.0 3.86-4.00
90-92 A- 3.7 3.46-3.85
87-89 B+ 3.3 3.16-3.45
83-86 B 3.0 2.86-3.15
80-82 B- 2.7 2.46-2.85
77-79 C+ 2.3 2.16-2.45
73-76 C 2.0 1.86-2.15
70-72 C- 1.7 1.36-1.85
60-69 D 1.0 0.51-1.35

Below 60 F 0.0 0.00-0.50
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Date Activity Homework Assignments Exams
Week 1
Sunday Chapter 1
First lesson Auslal) g Ay

g 55 Byl il jkal

Cr bl (A J oY) patl
daaldl) ) dalad) dadial)

Second lesson

Ll iy Baaad) &l jlad)
12 dadia ¢palil) cuy i)

13 dadua pulil) gy pail)

Monday
First lesson

Al pa ALEEY) (b 1 ail)
Aaling 5 dgadlay)

Exercise # 10 Page 14
Exercise # 11 Page 17

Second lesson

BLEY) anal 2y gl ) )
i gal) Jadll g

Exercise # 16 Page 26
Exercise # 17 Page 28

Tuesday
First lesson

438 1Y) g Aladl) La laa

Exercise # 18 Page 32
Exercise # 19 Page 32

Second lesson

4alia e Shay) 2al) J -5 8l

Exercise # 20 Page 33

Exercise # 21 Page 36 Exercise
# 23 Page 37

Wednesday
First lesson

Chapter 2
eSSl 9 g ad) S AN

Loy 555 Basaad) <l jdal)

Exercise # 1-5 Page 44-47
Exercise # 8 Page 50

Exercise # 9 Page 50

Second lesson

dasaall <l )

4Rl 5 sLadl)

Exercise # 7Page 49
Exercise # 8+9 Page50
Study for Quiz
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Thursday Quiz 1
First lesson
Second lesson yalra o pan T pwa g2 pad Exercise # 10 Page 53

Exercise # 11Page 57

Exercise # 13 Page 59

Week 2 Ayl g dpand) La laa Exercise # 16 Page 62

Sunday Exercise # 21Page 67

Exercise # 22 Page 68
Exercise # 23 Page 69

Second lesson =Bl Jadl) Exercise # 24 Page 71
Exercise # 25 Page 74
Exercise # 26 Page 75
Exercise # 27 Page 77

Monday L g e Bl ) ey ) plauy)
Second lesson Olaidl) 45 )18 Basald

Tuesday Chapter 3 Exercise # 1,5 Page 85-88
First lesson Gl @l

Lgily ) g Bayaad) il sall

Second lesson daal) &l jlad) Exercise # 7 Page 91
Exercise # 8 Page 91

Exercise # 9 Page 91

Wednesday 81 aual) diuale Exercise # 10 Page 93

First lesson
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Second lesson

SV Y (a1l
w!‘ iJ

Exercise # 12 Page 94

Thursday

First lesson

Midterm Exam

Second lesson

Jadll J gadal) audl, SN 3
JJAA” @u\lb uaﬁL'd\

Exercise # 16Page 102
Exercise # 17 Page 103

Exercise # 18 Page 105
Exercise # 19 Page 105

Week 3 Holiday (no classes)

Sunday

Monday Holiday (no classes)

Tuesday Holiday (no classes)

Wednesday el g pand | QLS (e 13s) Al Exercise # 24 Page 109
First lesson

Exercise # 25 Page 113
Exercise # 26 Page 114

Study for Midterm Exam
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Second lesson

Ll e ) s cpa sl sl

Chapter 4
Al pdd) e

Lgtlows 0 g Bl <l jial)

Exercise # 27 Page 114

Exercise # 28 Page 115
Exercises # 1-7 Pp 123-126

Exercise # 9+10 Page 128 -129

Thursday

First lesson

Quiz 2

Second lesson

) e A sgalll

Ll Al g S 2 gl cus) )
ouadd) slandl g Lgd) gal g Al

Exercise # 17Page 141

Exercise # 18 Page 143

Week 4 R ERA] Exercise # 20 Page 150
Sunday .
@ e pas Exercise # 21 Page 152
First lesson e
2l gal £ Exercise # 22 Page 154
Second lesson ol pdd) 3 e
)l e pilad
Exercise # 23 Page 156
Exercise # 25 Page 160
Exercise # 26 Page 163
Monday & el Jadl) aa s i) Exercise # 27 Page 163 First draft of final
) paper due
First lesson M gl g Exercise # 28 Page 164

Second lesson

a8 oY LT ) g laind

Exercise # 29 Page 165 Exercise
# 30 Page 166
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Tuesday
First lesson

Second lesson

Chapter 5

Cilaaianal) B dgaiill g ) ohill) aa
Al

Lgtlows 0 g Bl <l jial)

Exercises # 1-4 Pp 171-173

Wednesday

First lesson

daaad) &l jladl
Cralil) il

Exercises # 5 Page 174
Exercise # 6 Page 175

Exercise # 7 Page 176

Second lesson

Bidll S e ad) 8 :oall)

Exercise # 9 Page 178

Exercise # 10 Page 179

Thursday
First lesson

Lill) GlS padl A 1 pail)

Exercise # 11 Page 183
Exercise # 12 Page 183

Second lesson

[

Lol il Az pa

Exercise # 14 Page 18
Exercise # 15 Page 187

Week 5
Sunday

First lesson

Lo i) An gl s3e) a0
S o Ly

Exercise # 19 Page 191

Final Paper due

Second lesson

e AL QUIS e &) Al
daa e

Exercise # 20 Page 194

Monday Final Exam
First lesson
Tuesday Reflection
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