
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ECON 320 
 

Economic Development of the Middle East and North Africa  
 

Credits: 3.0 
Contact hours: 45 
 
This is a syllabus based on a popular course in our Cairo program prior to the program’s 
suspension in mid-2013. In reopening our Cairo program, we are both developing new courses 
and updating successful courses from past semesters. This syllabus is meant to be 
representative of this course. A fully updated version with new content and materials will not be 
available until closer to the start of the term in which it will run.   
 
Aims and Objectives of the Course: 
This course addresses selected critical current and possible future development issues in Arab 
countries individually and on a regional level. The course also aims to tackle the practical side 
of implementing development projects/programs in the region. 
 
Course Description: 
The course uses a multidisciplinary approach to explore issues relating to social, economic and 
political development in the MENA region. As the course also addresses the practical side of 
implementing development, it augments classroom activities with practical exposure to a variety 
of organizations working in the field of development. Students are given indicative readings on 
the topics and encouraged to explore them more widely, especially by using examples of 
practical problems and policy questions, seeking primary data sources and reports. There are 
no particular prerequisites for this course, but elementary social science studies obtained in 
disciplines such as economics or politics or an interest in contemporary Middle East studies are 
helpful. The course may also be of interest to students who are undertaking disciplinary social 
science degrees and who are interested in “Third World” politics or economics. 

Learning/Teaching methods 
Combinations of lectures with seminar discussions, including group work and student 
presentations. Specific topics and particular cases are investigated further in discussions 
initiated (under guidance) by students, individually or in small groups. Whenever applicable, 
additional media resources, including feature films, documentaries, and social media are also 
utilized to enhance the exposure of the students to some of the everyday realities of the Arab 
world. Class attendance and active verbal participation in class discussions are crucial 
elements of the work and it is expected of all students to engage in that process. In particular, 
students are expected to contribute with critical discussions of the reading assignments and 
thoughtful consideration of peer comments, and with discussion and critique of ideas and 
arguments presented, including those of the instructor. 

Learning outcomes for the course 
By the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Demonstrate their understanding of some of the major development problems 
and policy issues of the countries of the Middle East 

 Have an improved understanding of how politics relates to economy and social 
change 
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 Research and analyze some of the socioeconomic and political factors affecting 
sustainable development in the MENA region 

 
Knowledge 
This course is designed to assist students to acquire and demonstrate knowledge about: 

 Development as a discipline and the importance of the concept of human development 
 The status of education and health in the region and the crucial role these sectors play 

in shaping the developmental map of the MENA states 
 The political connotations of development aid and the multiplicity of factors associated 

with its disbursement  
 Some of the challenges faced by development practitioners in the region 

 
Skills 
This course is designed to assist students in acquiring/enhancing the following skills: 

 The ability to deploy a range of tools and knowledge from different disciplinary fields to 
the understanding of issues and problems of economic and social development 

 The skills needed to acquire and understand data sources, handle data, and grasp 
basic economic statistics. 

 Basic skills for identifying and offering tentative explanations for economic trends in the 
region 

 Improved study skills and access to a wide range of learning resources in the field 
  

Attitudes 
This course is designed to encourage development of the following attitudes: 

 Perceiving/situating the cultural dynamics of the region using a relativistic approach, 
taking into account the socioeconomic and political contexts pertaining to the MENA 
region    

 The interest in understanding the relationship between domestic and international 
factors and the role they play in shaping the developmental portrait of the region 

 The readiness to critically assess and contextualize the status of human development in 
MENA   

 
Assessment Overview 
Attendance and Participation   20%   Continuous 

Presentation & Handout   25%   TBD 

Mid-term Exam    25%   TBD 

Final Research Paper    30%   Due Final Week 

 
Assessment Tasks  
 
Attendance and Participation:  
Student attendance is mandatory. Each absence without a valid excuse (such as medical) will 
lower the attendance component of your final grade. You are expected to make up for any 
missed work during your absence.  All students are expected to have read thoughtfully the 
assigned readings and should come to class prepared to participate and make substantive 
contribution to the class discussions. The Attendance & Participation grade will depend on both 
the quality and the quantity of student’s comments and questions and shall account for 20% of 
the total grade.  
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Presentation and Handout:  
All students are expected to give a 15-minute presentation and submit a 1000 word essay 
relating to the subject-matter of their presentations sometime during the semester, in 
accordance with where the topic of their presentation is situated in the syllabus. Students will 
select their presentation topics and the presentations will start from Week 3 and run throughout 
the semester. Every week students will make presentations and so forth. Students will assess 
and grade the presentations of their peers. The presentation and the handout both account for 
25% of the total grade. 

Midterm Exam: 
Students will be given the choice to select from a variety of short-essay questions that deal with 
the various themes covered in class. This will be an open-book session and students will be 
able to use their notes and references. The midterm essay accounts for 25% of the total grade. 

Final Research Paper and Presentation: 
The abstract gives the student the opportunity to have feedback on the structure of the intended 
research prior to the final submission. Students are free to select the topic that they prefer from 
the syllabus. These abstracts will not be graded. The final research paper must be at least 
3,000 words and it and its accompanying presentation account for 30% of the total grade.  

 
 
Recommended Reading (additional resources TBD) 
 
Alan Richards, John Waterbury, Melani Cammett, and Ishac Diwan. A Political Economy of the 

Middle East, 3rd Edition, Westview Press, 2013. 

United Nations Development Programme, Arab Human Development Report 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2005 2009, 2016: http://www.arab-hdr.org/ 

 Internet Sources (additional resources TBD) 

- European Institute for Research on Mediterranean and Euro-Arab Cooperation: 
http://www.css.ethz.ch/en/services/css-partners/partner.html/49952 

- Human Development Home: http://hdr.undp.org/en/ 

- League of the Arab States: http://www.arableagueonline.org/las/index.jsp 

-The World Bank:  http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/mena 
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                                            Course Schedule 
Week Topic(s) to be 

covered 
Learning 

Outcome(s) 
Addressed 

Preparation/ 
Readings 

(updated and/or additional readings TBD) 

Assignments/ 
Work Due 

1 Introduction: 
the Study of 
Development 
 
  
 

Scope of the course; 
general questions in 
the study of 
economic 
development 
problems and issues 
in the Arab World    

Parfitt, Trevor. The End of Development: 
Modernity, Post-Modernity, and Development. 
London: Pluto Press, 2002, Chapter 1 

Film: “Commanding Heights: The New Rules of 
The Game: The Battle for World Economy.” 
Boston: Invision Productions, 2002. 

 

2 
 

Human 
Development: 
Concept and 
Issues 
 

Definition of human 
development (HD); 
relationship between 
people as objects, as 
human resources and 
as active decision-
makers in 
development; state of 
human development 
in the Arab World; 
measurement of HD; 
Human Development 
Index and Arab 
Human Development 
Index; GDP per 
capita and HD; the 
main failures in the 
Arab countries  

Arab Human Development Report 2009, Annex I: 
Human Development Indicators in the Arab 
Countries, pp. 227-259 

Arab Human Development Report 2016, TBD 

Readings 

3 The Arab 
Spring & 
connotations 
pertaining to 
the status of 
development in 
MENA 

Human freedom as a 
catalyst for 
development; Arab 
Spring and 
implications 
regarding the status 
of development in the 
MENA region; and 
the overall 
socioeconomic and 
political features of 
the MENA states in 
the wake of the Arab 
Spring  

Chauffour, Jean-Pierre. "Freedom, Entitlement, 
and the Path to Development," World Bank - 
Economic Premise, The World Bank, issue 59, 
pages 1-5, June 2011. 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPREMNET/
Resources/EP59.pdf 
 

Joffé, Goerge. “The Arab Spring in North Africa: 

origins and prospects”. The Journal of North 

African Studies. Vol. 16, Iss. 4, 2011 

 
Tocci, Nathalie. "State (un)stability in the Southern 
Mediterranean and Scenarios to 2030".  MEDPRO 
Policy Paper No. 1/August 2011. 
http://www.ceps.eu/system/files/book/2011/08/ME
DPRO%20PP1%20NT%20final.pdf 

Readings/ 
Presentations 

4 
 
 

Issues of the 
Social Sectors: 
Education, 
Health, 
Population and 
Labour 
  

 

Structure, 
characteristics and 
trends of population; 
population 
momentum; birth, 
death & fertility rates; 
labor force 
participation; 
problems and 
measures of 

Richards, Waterbury, et. al., TBD 

Arab Human Development Report 2016, TBD 

  

Readings/ 
Presentations 
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employment/unemplo
yment; youth as a 
challenge and an 
opportunity, the roles 
of health and 
education in 
development; 
measuring health 
performance and 
delivering health 
services; educational 
systems: priorities 
and options; 
education and social 
mobility, politics and 
employment; 
structures of labor 
markets; importance 
of women’s 
participation to 
education, health and 
employment.  

5 
 
 
 

Structure of 
MENA 
economies; 
Resources, 
Food and 
Agriculture 

 

Natural resources 
and development; 
patterns of growth 
and development in 
the Arab countries; 
water and food 
security 

Richards, Waterbury, et. al., TBD 

Johnstone, Sarah & Mazo, Jeffery ‘Global Warming 
and The Arab Spring’. Survival. Vol. 53, 
Iss. 2, 2011 

 

Readings/ 
Presentations 

6 Good 
Governance 
and political 
development 
 

Definitions; 
characteristics of 
good governance; 
different aspects of 
governance; 
representation and 
responsiveness; 
judicial safeguards; 
effective and efficient 
public administration; 
local governance; 
media and 
transparency; 
regulation and 
corporate 
governance; 
decentralization; 
political development 
in the post-Arab 
Spring phase; civil-
military relations 

Richards, Waterbury, et. al., TBD 

Arab Human Development Report 2016, TBD 

Springborg, Robert. ‘The Precarious Economics of 
Arab Springs’. Survival. Vol. 53, Iss. 6, 2011  

Activity: Field visit to/Guest Speaker from TBD 

Readings/ 
Presentations 

7 
 
 
 

Midterm 
Recap/in-class 
Essay 

  Midterm essay 
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8 
 

Oil and 
Development 
 

The international oil 
market and economic 
rent; enclave sector; 
Dutch Disease; oil as 
a capital asset; 
nature and problems 
of oil-financed 
development and the 
decline of agriculture; 
oil concessions; oil: 
deepening and 
changing 
dependency; oil and 
social formation 

 Readings/ 
Presentations 

9 
 

Economic 
Reform 
 

Consequences of the 
neoliberal model of 
economic 
liberalization; state 
and institutional 
capacities for 
economic 
transformation; role 
of domestic and 
international actors in 
reform process; The 
Arab Spring and the 
limitations of 
neoliberalism 

Richards, Waterbury, et. al., TBD 

Arab Human Development Report 2016, TBD 

Dixon, Marion “An Arab Spring”. Review of African 
Political Economy. Vol. 38, Iss.128, 2011 
 
 

Readings/ 
Presentations 

10 
 
 

 

Globalization, 
International 
Trade and Co-
operation 
 

Rationale; state and 
non-state co-
operation; 
Regionalism and 
globalization; 
obstacles to Arab 
economic co-
operation; regional 
agreements and 
WTO; The Arab 
Spring and the failure 
of the globalization 
model, the economic 
prospects of  the 
Arab Spring vis-à-vis 
the globalized world 
economy 

Richards, Waterbury, et. al., TBD 

Abdul Ilah Albayaty, Hana Al Bayaty and Ian 
Douglas. “Failure of the Globalization Model: The 
Arab Spring of Democracy”. Global Research, 
January 17, 2011. 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/PrintArticle.php?articl
eId=22828  

Hakimian, Hassan (2011) 'The Economic 
Prospects of the ‘Arab Spring’: A Bumpy Road 
Ahead.' CDPR Development Viewpoint (63). pp. 1-
2.  
http://eprints.soas.ac.uk/12032/1/Development_Vie
wPoint_63_%28Hassan_Hakimian%29.pdf 

Readings/ 
Presentations 
 
Abstract Due 

11 
 
 
 

Poverty 
alleviation; 
Income 
distribution 
Policies; and 
the role of 
economic aid 
 

Growth for poverty 
reduction; 
relationship between 
growth and income 
distribution; 
employment 
generating growth; 
definitions of full 
employment, 
underemployment 
and unemployment; 
gender and income 
disparities; economic 
aid and the burden of 

Egypt Human Development Report 2010, TBD 

Arab Human Development Report 2016, TBD 

 

Readings/ 
Presentations 
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debt 

12 Development 
donors and 
partners: The 
role of the Civil 
Society in 
attaining 
development 
and influencing 
democratic 
transition  

Assessing status and 
realities of NGOs in 
Arab World; the 
scarcity of grassroots 
organizations; 
challenges in 
empowering civil 
society; the prospects 
of civil society post 
Arab Spring; reform 
intervention 
strategies for youth 
and civil society after 
the Arab uprisings 

Ben Nefissa, Sarah. ‘Introduction: NGOs and 
Governance in The Arab World: A Question of 
Democracy’ in Ben Nefissa, Sarah et. al. (ed). 
NGOs And Governance in The Arab World, 
American University in Cairo Press, 2005, pp. 1-19  

Kandiyoti, Deniz “Promise and Peril: Women and 
the ‘Arab Spring’”. Open Democracy. 
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/deniz-
kandiyoti/promise-and-peril-women-and-
%E2%80%98arab-spring%E2%80%99 

Activity: Guest Speaker/site visit TBD 

Readings/ 
Presentations 

 

13 Doing 
Development: 
Development 
Projects in 
Practice 

 

Project/program shift; 
attitudes, approaches 
and agendas of 
different donors; the 
urge for 
disbursement; 
working with the state 
bureaucracy and the 
role of the state; 
capacity building of 
partners and 
beneficiaries; cultural 
and societal norms 
and the importance of 
relativism 

     

Richards, Waterbury, et. al., TBD 
 
Film: Legal and Political Awareness Project, New 
Fostat NGO and USAID 

Readings/ 
Presentations 

14 
 
 

Designing, 
Monitoring & 
Evaluating 
Development 
Projects/ 
Programs  

 

Project/program 
cycle; importance of 
M&E systems; 
practical challenges; 
the dilemma of 
quality vs. quantity of 
work; the concept of 
alternative 
development 

 

A Manual on Monitoring and Evaluation for 
Alternative Development Projects, UNODC, 2003, 
Modules 1 and 2, pp. 9-40. 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/alternative-
development/Manual_MonitoringEval.pdf 

‘Monitoring and Evaluation: Some Tools, Methods & 
Approaches’, Operations Evaluation Department, 
The World Bank, 2004 

Readings/ 
Presentations 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Paper 
Due 

15 
Final 
Presentations 

   

16 
Reflection 
Week 

Activity 

   


